JOINT COMMITTEE OF 

CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

Stanpit Village Hall 14th September 2010 at 7.30 pm

Present: Chairman John Pendrill (West Christchurch); Secretary Jim Biggin (West Christchurch); John White (Christchurch Citizens); Andy Glaser (Friars Cliff); Ken Clay (Friars Cliff); Robin Ede (Highcliffe); Debbie Stephens (SAMRA); Mike Collard (SAMRA); 
1. Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of 8th June 2010 were accepted
2. New Federation: the potential formation of a new Federation to replace this Joint Committee and to include all its current members plus any other properly accredited Residents’ Association within the geographic area to be covered by the new merged administrations of CBC and East Dorset District Council was discussed. It was resolved that: the name of the new organisation should lend itself to an acronym that internet search engines will find uniquely (thus ruling out acronyms that are a proper word such as FEDORA); that acronym should be FORCEDA, which stands for Federation of Residents of Christchurch and East Dorset Associations; that the draft constitution should be accepted subject to representation on FORCEDA being expressed as “a maximum of two people per Residents’ Association”
3. Treasurer’s Report: we have a cash balance of £157.23 and no outstanding bills. It was resolved that: this balance should be transferred across to FORCEDA to be used in the furtherance of FOREDA’s aims and objectives. It was further resolved that: with the exception of the West Parley Residents’ Association, who have worked with representatives of this Joint Committee to bring about the formation of FORCEDA, any future new member should pay a nominal joining fee of around £25 at today’s values.
4. Delegates Reports: Bournemouth International Airport: the road upgrades have not commenced;  new public safety zones have been implemented and, thanks to action taken by our representative, details have now been posted in CBC Offices as well as Bournemouth and New Forest Councils
5. Delegates Reports: Druitt Gardens: the Friends of Druitt Gardens appear to have fallen out as there have been no recent meetings
6. Delegates Reports: Druitt Community Hall: the contentious issues associated with land ownership have not been resolved; organisations and individuals who contributed funds by “buying a brick” have seen precious little progress. It was resolved that SAMRA will question the status quo.
7. Christchurch Citizens: concern has been expressed as to the future viability of the Bowling Club and hence the retention of the bowling green. One delegate suggested building a car park under the Bowling Green and using part of the revenue generated to subsidise the Bowling Club (as is done in Finsbury Square, London); the redevelopment of the old sorting office site is progressing smoothly.
8. Friars Cliff Report: nothing significant to report
9. Highcliffe Report: the Association has helped to fund a new pathway along the sea front; a local initiative to form a new Housing Association is being monitored
10. SAMRA: The Friends of Mudeford Community Centre are fully functional and have been discussing the future administration of the facility with CBC 
11. West Christchurch: the hydrologist has produced a draft report on the risks associated with felling more trees on St Catherine’s Hill. The Association is not happy with the report which reads as if it has been drafted by lawyers rather than hydrologists. A meeting with all involved parties to discuss the report should be held before the end of September. The Association has asked CBC for a statement of accounts covering the St Catherine’s Hill Management Plan steering committee.
12. Hengistbury Head: a further coastline report has been published with sub-reports (one of which will cover Christchurch) to follow
13. Annual Meeting with CBC: this has been arranged for Tuesday 28th September at 10.00am at CBC Offices
14. Extraordinary Council Meeting of 29th September: the Secretary reported a conference call between Michael Turvey CBC CEO, Alan Griffiths CBC Council Leader and himself at which both representatives of CBC had been at pains to refute allegations that the joint meeting with East Dorset was in any way seeking to by-pass consultations with local residents.
15. The meeting closed at 9.00pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 29th September 2010 at 7.30pm at The Hall on the Hill, Marlow Drive, West Christchurch BH23 2RR (Marlow Drive is a turning off Hurn Road midway between the end of Fairmile Road and the junction with the A338. Park in the shopping parade car park). This is the inaugural meeting of FORCEDA

